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Good Afternoon Hawthorne Families. 
 

Happy New Year! I hope this email finds you well and feeling rested and rejuvenated. I 
realize that this year was not a typical holiday for many of us, but I hope that everyone enjoyed 
some time (maybe virtually) with family and friends. With that being said, I hope that 2021 
brings everyone peace, good health, and happiness. 

As we prepare for our return to hybrid in-person Instruction on Monday, January 11th, 
we are still dealing with the impacts of COVID-19. As a school district, we promise to do all that 
we can to ensure everyone's safety. Along those lines, we have added additional safety measures 
since teachers and students were last in-person. First, we have added air purifiers in all 
classrooms. These stand-alone units each have Merv filters, 2 UV lights, and a HEPA filter 
installed. We have also purchased desk shields, which are currently available in every school. 
Please be reminded that the district mask requirement includes students wearing masks on buses, 
in classrooms, hallways, common areas and to enter and exit the school building. Also, our 
classrooms will continue to allow for some fresh air by partially opening windows, so please 
have your child dress accordingly. 

Finally, please know that our goal is to provide a safe and healthy environment for your 
children, our students. In order to achieve this, we need the cooperation of all our parents and 
students. This includes monitoring your child’s health and notifying the school nurses if 
members of your family have symptoms or have test positive. Outlined below are the procedures 
that must be followed as we return to in-person instruction. 
 

Current Department of Health Guidelines 
As per the updated December 22, 2020 guidelines from the NJ Department of Health, please be 
advised that we will be adhering to the following guidelines: 
 

Parents should not send students to school when sick. School staff should have plans to isolate 
students with overt symptoms of any infectious disease that develops during the school day. For 
school settings, CDC recommends that students and staff with the following symptoms be 
promptly isolated from others and excluded from school:  

● At least two of the following symptoms: fever (measure or subjective), chills, rigors 
(shivers), myalgia (muscle aches), headache, sore throat, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, 
fatigue, congestion or runny nose; OR  

● At least one of the following symptoms: cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, 
new olfactory disorder, new taste disorder. 

 
New NJDOH Guidance:  Positive COVID test instructions and next steps  

      Negative COVID test instructions and next steps 

https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/REVISED%20NJDOH%20Updated%20Guidelines.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/COVID19_instructions_persons_who_test_positive.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/COVID_Instructions_Persons_Who_Test_Negative.pdf


NJ Travel Advisory List 
Under the new 10-day quarantine travel advisory announced by Governor Murphy, individuals 
returning to New Jersey from any interstate or international travel excluding: Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, New York and Connecticut must quarantine. Families who have traveled out of 
state, should not attend school until they have completed their 10-day quarantine. It is 
extremely important that all parents adhere to the quarantine guidelines and do not send your 
child to school until the 10-day quarantine period is complete. 
 
District Calendar Reminders 

● As a reminder, please click HERE to view our district calendar for the 2020-21 school 
year. Please note, that schools are closed on Monday, January 18, 2021. 

● I’m also resharing the A/B student cohort calendar for all schools. To view this calendar, 
please click HERE.  

 
Guidance Department Updates 
As part of our efforts to ensure the personal well-being of our students and families, we 
encourage you to visit our webpage and view the information shared by our guidance 
department. Please click on this link to our Social Emotional Learning Resources for students 
and parents made available by Ms. Wegert and our Guidance Department. These resources 
include weekly Wellness Newsletters and Wellness Wednesday Videos. 
 
Request to Change Instructional Model 
Transitioning in and out of remote learning after the school year begins will occur at the change 
of marking periods and requests must follow the deadlines listed below:  

● Deadline to request transition to different model: Monday, January 11, 2021 
● First day of third marking period begins: Monday, January 25, 2021 

 
Please visit our website to complete the Parent Selection form to transition from Remote 
Learning to In-Person or vice versa. The form is available on our Restart webpage or via the 
following links: Parent Selection Letter for Remote Learning  

 Selección de padres de aprendizaje remoto 
 
Food Services 
Grab and Go Lunches will continue to be made available for all students. All lunches must be 
pre-ordered via the following LINK. Students who are attending school in-person will pick up 
lunches at dismissal. Children who are fully remote will be asked to pick up their lunches at 
Hawthorne High School on Tuesday’s and Friday’s from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm via the Bamford 
Avenue entrance. 
 
Visitors to the Schools 
As a reminder, we will continue to limit visitors to our schools. Drop boxes will continue to be 
available for parents to drop off items for their children that are needed during the school day. 
All other visits will be limited to scheduled appointments only. Please contact the main office of 
your child’s school to schedule an appointment.  

https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/2020-2021%20REVISED%20District%20Calendar%20.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/2020-2021%20Cohort%20Calander.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/restart_and_recovery
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/restart_and_recovery
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/Parent%20Selection%20Letter.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/Seleccio%CC%81n%20de%20padres%20de%20aprendizaje%20remoto.pdf
https://hawthorne.pomptonianmenus.com/order


NJSIAA Winter Sports Update 
The New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic Association has recently provided an update 
regarding “Return to Play” for Boys and Girls Basketball, Bowling, and Cheerleading. All of 
these high school sports will begin on Monday, January 11, 2021. In order to stay up to date, we 
have provided all the NJSIAA guidance on our Restart and Recovery webpage. Please click on 
the following link to access all NJSIAA information.  NJSIAA Updates 2020. Any questions 
about Winter Sports should be directed to Athletic Director, Mr. Mazzacca. 
 
In closing I would like to thank our parents for your continued patience as we work through the 
updated guidance from the NJ Department of Health and the NJSIAA. We will continue to share 
updates with our Hawthorne Community and will post any and all communications to the Restart 
and Recovery Webpage. Please remember, we are here to answer questions and support our 
families so please don’t hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher, building administrator, or 
my office with any questions. 
 
With Appreciation, 

 
Richard A. Spirito 
 

https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/restart_and_recovery
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/restart_and_recovery
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/restart_and_recovery

